Construction has begun on the Central Waterfront wheel to be operated by Swiss AEX. Photo: David Wong
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Red tape leaves Wheel bldder bltter

&Jslnessmansays-bidwasdmiedwhenheﬁledadoclmm-adaym
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An unsuccessful bidder to build a

Ferris wheel on the harbourfront
says the government missed out

on HK$25 2 million bacause it

was too inflexible to consider

offer after he. submittedadocu

mentonewmlmgdaylaﬁe.

Hong Kong's answer to the

London Eye is due to open in

September. A three-year contract
to operate the wheel was awar-
ded more thanayearago to Swiss
AEX, but the site at Central ferry
piers 9 and 10 remained empty
until recently.

Anson Chan Yiu-cheung,
chairman of the Bonds Group of
Companies, said he had submit-
ted a tender for the project -
along with a cashier’s order for

HK$9.3 million - but was told by
the Lands Department elght
‘months later his bid had

jected.,ian';, lat,evsix_bmissions

jected because itwasfiledonDe-  been

cember17,2012,aMonday. Itwas

due on December 14, a Friday.

Chan said he had offered
monthly rental of HK$1.55 mil-
lion for a three-year lease. That is
nearly double the HK$850,000
Tentto be paid by Swiss AEX—and
an extra HK$25.2 million over the
life of the contract.

But Chan sald the govern-
ment had lost that extra revenue
thanks to its inflexible approach.
“Bybeingsorigid about the dead-
line they ve thrown away
HK$25.2 million on that con=~
tract,” he said.

A Lands Department spokes-
man said any bids that did not
meet the requirements set out in
the tender notice would be re-

ders returned once the contract
was awarded.

Chan submitted the tender
with two partners: Penglai
!'?yhnd. an amusement

in Shandong (113) province, and

orderofHKSSsmﬂllan.lf

S&T Leisure Worldwide, which ~ Chan
wheel

2 g
He said the department had
taken an extra two months, on
top of the six months it took to
pmcess his bid, to. nwhy it

Finally Chan said, it revealed
he had handed in one of the doc-
uments — a copy of his business
mg:stratlon stamped by the In-
land Revenue Department —after
the deadline.

nication skills, ‘Izshouldluwe

told thebidder

ified as soon as possible.”



